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Fact Sheet:
The Costs of Imprisonment in New South Wales
Prisoners in NSW
The daily average number of prisoners held in full-time custody in NSW in 2008/2009 was 10,068, which is the highest number of all Australian states and territories.
 This figure has been increasing every year since 1999 when the number of inmates was 6,853.
 On average, 27,612 people (excluding periodic detainees) were held in Australian prisons during 2008-09, which is an increase of 4.4 percent over the reported daily average of the previous year.
 Of the total number imprisoned in Australia, NSW prisoners comprise more than one third of the total number.

Prisoners in Victoria 

Despite having similar socio-demographic profiles, Victoria has less than half the number of prisoners in NSW. The average daily number of prisoners in Victoria in 2009 was 4,350
 and 3,153 in 2000.
 The imprisonment rate in Victoria is slightly more than half that of NSW. Victoria has a rate of 103.6 compared to the NSW rate of 184.8. 
National imprisonment rates (per 100,000 adults)



NSW
Vic
Qld
WA
SA
Tas
ACT
NT
Aust

2003-04
161.4
95.1
179.0
202.5
124.1
126.2
73.7
515.6
150.2

2004-05
170.6
92.0
177.2
223.0
126.6
142.0
74.4
544.0
155.0

2005-06
173.4
93.7
177.0
222.9
128.8
136.1
76.0
546.4
156.4

2006-07
178.6
101.6
177.8
229.4
137.6
142.7
65.4
551.6
162.0

2007-08
179.5
103.2
168.7
234.6
149.6
142.5
68.3
562.2
162.6
2008-09
184.8
103.6
168.0
238.9
153.8
136.6
63.4
646.7
165.6

Number of Prisons 

NSW has 57 custodial facilities compared to 14 in Victoria. NSW has approximately half of all the prisons in Australia. 
 

Costs of Imprisonment in NSW

‘Cost per prisoner /offender’ is defined as the average daily cost of providing corrective services per prisoner/offender. In 2008/2009 this cost in NSW was $205.94 per inmate - an increase from $199.20 in 2004/05.
 Nationally, net operating expenditure and capital costs on prisons was $2.79 billion in 2008-09 — an increase of 5.0 per cent over the previous year.

Operating expenditure and capital costs on prisons in NSW in the same year amounted to over $1 billion (more than one third of the national total).
 
Net Operating Expenditure and Capital Costs on Prisons – National ($’000), 2008-09

NSW



$1,036,023
Vic



$466,838
Qld



$576,119
WA



$401,330
SA



$159,634
Tas



$61,095

ACT



$27,056
NT



$71,661
Australia


$2,799,756
Non-custodial Sentencing options

All jurisdictions provide community corrections services which are responsible for a range of non-custodial sanctions and deliver post-custodial interventions where prisoners released into the community continue to be subject to corrective services supervision.
 In 2008/09, the operating cost of community-based correctional services was $20.23 per prisoner per day.
 This figure is slightly less than one tenth of the cost of custody per inmate/offender. 

Indirect costs of imprisonment 

It is clear that the cost of imprisonment and expenditure on prisons in NSW is high by national standards. However, the indirect costs may for some offenders present more dire consequences. Imprisonment can result in loss of employment and income, loss of housing as well as a breakdown of families and relationships. Many people lose accommodation when imprisoned and become homeless once released from custody; these new problems lead to an increased likelihood of reoffending.
 Imprisonment of a parent can result in children having to relocate or having to enter into care of the state – research confirms that these children are much less likely to complete secondary school and are more likely to become homeless, unemployed and come in contact with the criminal justice system.
 

Imprisonment also disproportionately impacts on vulnerable groups, including Indigenous people, women and people with intellectual disabilities and mental illnesses.
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